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7TH CENTURY
Toward the end of the Ta T'ung period (A.D. 535-545) of the
Liang dynasty, the Emperor sent General Lin Ch'in on a campaign
for the pacification of the southern frontier. He led his armies as
far as Kueilin and there defeated the armies of Ei Shih-ku and
Chen Ch'e. Ou-yang Ho,1 one of the generals under him, reached
Changlo in the course of his marches and conquered all the moun-
tain tribes in the region. Ho's wife was very beautiful and had a
very white skin, and one of his lieutenants said to him, "Why have
you, General, brought a beautiful woman to a place like this?
For there is a spirit here that is in the habit of seizing young
women, especially if they are beautiful. You must be on your guard
and protect your lady well."
Ho became anxious and that night he surrounded the house
with troops and concealed his wife in a secret chamber, guarded
over by more than ten maids. The night was dark and there was
a wind blowing, but nothing happened as late as the fifth watch.
Then when the attendants had grown tired and had dozed off they
were suddenly awakened by some noise and found that Ho's wife
had vanished. The door was locked as before, and no one could
imagine how she might have left the room. To search for her then
was out of the question, for the house was surrounded by precipi-
tous mountains and it was impossible to see beyond the distance of
a foot, but when a search was made after dawn there was no
trace of her to be found.
Ho was exceedingly grieved and swore that he would not leave
1 Father of the great calligrapher Ou-yang Hsiin A,D. 557-645.